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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS- 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 



1 . (Currently Amended) [[A]] The ball game racket of claim 4. wherein tha comprising a 
framo. which - formo a honcl mginn fnr mf-n j iijng Q s t ring i ng and o ha ndlo portion (1) for 
heldfflg-t-hft hn ll gn m n rnc kot, and a dampening moonc provi de d i n tho h a ndlo port i ory 
whoroin i n the hand l o porti on th n f r nm o hao a multi l ayer & U u ofeiFe-and- th e dampon ing- 
means^efflpriees-a-rear dampening element js f4^configured as a sheet materiat-and- 
form i ng at loact ono layor of tho mult i lay e r structuro . 



2. (Canceled) 



3. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The ball game racket of claim 4. wherein th* comprising^ 
dampening means having a has one front dampening element-^ and a one rear 
dampening elemen tal 5) according to c l a i m 1 . 

4. (Currently Amended) A ball game racket comprising a frame having a head region 
for receiving a stringing, a heart region-^ and a handle portion <4f including a handle 
shell-(9) for holding the ball game racket, and a dampening means provided in the 
handle portion-^ and having at least one front dampening element-(S) and at least one 
rear dampening element-^), wherein in the handle portion-f*) the frame consists of a 
multi-layer structure and the rear dampening element (+6>forms at least one layer of 
the multi-layer structure, and wherein the at least one front dampening element-^) is 
formed at the end of the handle portion^ facing the head region of the ball game 
racket so that in the area of the transition between the heart region-f2) and the handle 
portion-(4) it contacts the outer contour of the frame and ends at the end of the handle 
shell-(9) facing the head region of the racket. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The ball game racket according to claim [[1TJ 4, wherein the 
frame is formed of plurality of layers of a carbon fiber composite material and the sheet 
material of the rear dampening means (45) is placed between two or more layers of the 
carbon fiber composite material. 



6. (Currently Amended) The ball game racket according to claim [[1]] 4, wherein the 
sheet material comprises a foamed material. 



7. (Currently Amended) The ball game racket according to claim [[1 J] 4, wherein the 
sheet material comprises nitrile foam, polyacrylnitrile foam, polyurethane (PUR) foam, 
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) foam, styrene butadiene rubber (SBR) and/or nitrile rubber or 
acrylnitrile butadiene rubber (NBR). 



8. (Currently Amended) The ball game racket according to claim [{1]] 4. wherein the 
sheet material is in the form of a strip of at least 10 mm x at least 140 mm. 

9. (Currently Amended) The ball game racket according to claim [[1]] 4. wherein the at 
least one front dampening element-^) comprises a foamed material. 



10. (Currently Amended) The ball game racket according to claim [[1]] 4, wherein the 
at least one front dampening element-^ comprises a thermoplastic elastomer (TPE), 
thermoplastic polyurethane (TPU) and/or ethylene/vinylacetate (EVA). 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The ball game racket according to claim ff1]] 4, wherein the 
at least one front dampening element-^) has dimensions of 2-6 mm x 4-10 mmr 
proforab ly-abeu t 4x6 mm . 



12. (Currently Amended) The ball game racket according to claim [[1]] 4, wherein the 
rear dampening element-f4§) has at least partially a density of about 0.16 g/cm3. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The ball game racket according to claim [[1]] 4, wherein the 
front dampening element-^ has at least partially a hardness of about 60 to 100 Shore 
A and the rear dampening element-(45} of about 9 to 30 Shore A. 



14. (Currently Amended) The ball game racket according to claim [[1]] 4_, wherein a 
handle shell-{9) is arranged in the handle portion-fty 

15. (Currently Amended) The ball racket according to claim 14, wherein the handle 
shell^Q) is made of polyurethane. 



16. (Currently Amended) The A ball game racket comprising a frame, which forms a 
head region for receiving a stringing an d a handle nnrtion for holding the ball oam fi 
jacket, and a dampening means provided in the handle portion, wherein in the handle 
portion the frame has a multi-layer structure and the da m pening means comprises a 
rear dampening element configured as a sheet material and forming at least one layer 
of the multi-layer structure, wherein a han dle s hell is arranged in the handle nortinn anri 
acc o rding to c l aim 14, whoroin th o sheet material is arranged below the handle shelH©). 



17. (Currently Amended) The ball game racket according to claim [[1]] 4, 
wherein the sheet material and/or the at least one front dampening element (8)- 
is/are arranged on the handle surface(s) extending parallel to the stringing. 



18. (Currently Amended) The ball game racket according to claim [[1U 4, 
wherein the sheet material and/or the at least one front dampening element-(8) 
surround(s) the handle. 



19,-25. (Canceled) 
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26. (New) The ball game racket according to claim 4, wherein the at least one front 

dampening element has dimensions of about 4x6 mm. 
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